Concept Note
Participation in the UN Food Systems Summit 2021: Pre-Summit Dialogue for African
Ministers and other Key Stakeholders.
Professor: Adipala Ekwamu, Executive Secretary RUFORUM
e.adipala@ruforum.org
Date: 9th June 2021
Time: 1600-2000 East African Standard Time
Registration Link: https://bit.ly/2Sk4FSn

The UN Food Systems Summit 2021 under the theme “Transforming food systems is
crucial for delivering all the Sustainable Development Goals,” is scheduled to take place
in October 2021. The Summit is expected to launch bold new actions, solutions, and
strategies to deliver progress on all 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), each of
which relies on healthier, more sustainable, and more equitable food systems. The
Summit acknowledges that transforming the global food systems must be central in
efforts to achieve all the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030. The COVID-19
pandemic was a wake-up call to the glaring fragility and inequalities of the global, regional
and national agri-food systems making the resolve for sustainable, inclusive, and resilient
food systems extremely urgent. The Summit aims to:
1. Raise awareness and elevate public discussion about how reforming our food
systems can help us all to achieve the SDGs by implementing reforms that are
good for people and planet;
2. Develop principles to guide governments and other stakeholders looking to
leverage their food systems to support the SDGs; These principles will set an
optimistic and encouraging vision in which food systems play a central role in
building a fairer, more sustainable world;
3. Generate action and measurable progress towards the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development; identify solutions and leaders, and issuing a call for
action at all levels of the food system;
4. Create a system of follow-up and review to ensure that the Summit’s outcomes
continue to drive new actions and progress.
The build up to the Summit which commenced in 2020 includes several dialogues,
activities and designations. These have been structured to facilitate maximum
participation from the different stakeholders and to ensure that the objectives of the
Summit are fulfilled. The Summit will ensure a strong interface between science, policy,
and implementation. In order to facilitate sustainable, tangible and positive changes to
food systems, the Summit dialogues have to be rooted in national and local realities.

Specifically, the Summit preparatory process has programmed national dialogues to
encourage analyses, explorations, and solutions that are context-specific. The UN Deputy
Secretary General Dr. Amina J. Mohammed is rallying all Member States to use the
opportunity to lead a progressive three-stage dialogue process between November 2020
and June 2021, starting with an examination of existing systems and policies and moves
on to the shaping of pathways for sustainable national food systems that are aligned with
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
Concomitant to the dialogues, the Summit has designated a Multi-Actor Food Systems
Champions Network to mobilize a diverse range of people in every region of the world to
engage more deeply and develop into a broad and inclusive coalition for transformation
of the world’s food systems through coordinated action before, during, and after the
Summit. The Regional Universities Forum for Capacity Building in Agriculture
(RUFORUM) Executive Secretary Prof Adipala Ekwamu is one of the 100 UN Food Systems
Champions. This is a recognition that there is a key role for Universities in Africa, Science
Technology and Innovations in the Agri-Food Sector and for attainment of the SDGs.
From this perspective, RUFORUM is reaching out to stakeholders and Agri-Food Sector
players, particularly, high-level actors in African Governments to take up the Deputy
Secretary General’s call to convene national food systems dialogues in preparation for
the October 2021 Summit. RUFORUM commits that universities under the network in
partnership with research institutions and other key players will:
1. Help to identify gaps, key questions, or concerns as well as offer advice on
substantive discussions and emerging recommendations;
2. Participate in the convened country, regional and global food systems
dialogues; and,
3. Contribute and share ideas for action and solutions to food systems issues.
RUFORUM is therefore convening meetings of various key stakeholders to dialogue on
the key issues and needed action to strengthen Food Systems in Africa. A key group are
policy leaders at various level but especially African Ministers, African Union Commission,
Food and Agriculture Organization and African Development Partners such as the
European Union, United States Department of Agriculture, World Bank, amongst others.
Accordingly, RUFORUM is convening a Ministerial Policy dialogue on 9 June 2021, from
1600-1900 East African (Nairobi) Time.
Each participant will have 3-5 minutes to deliver their statements on the underlying issues
affecting the Food Systems in their respective countries/organizations.
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