
Community Action Research Programme Plus (CARP+)

Cassava Value Chain Upgrading for secure food, nutrition, 
income and resilience of smallholder farmers in the ASALs of
Nakuru County (CVCU)

Lead Partner:        Egerton University
Partner 1:        Rongo University (RU)
Partner 2:        KALRO/KAPAP
Partner 3:        Mtaka�fu Clara Community Development Centre
Partner 4:        Baraka Agricultural College
Partner 5:        East African Breweries Limited
Contract number:      RU/2017/CARP+/03
RUFORUM Grant:       USD 199,916.00
Sector:         Cassava Value Chain
Loca�on:        Nakuru County Sub-Coun�es; Naivasha, Rongai 
        and Njoro, Kenya
Dura�on (months):    48
Start Date:        1st August 2017

Project Summary 
Cassava is a drought tolerant food security crop in Kenya, mainly grown for subsistence and limited commerce in western, 
eastern and coastal regions. Its demand is increasing in non-tradi�onal growing regions like Nakuru County where a cassava 
agribusiness development ini�a�ve has been implemented by the government, Mtaka�fu Clara (a CBO) and Egerton 
University. However, take off of cassava agribusiness has faced challenges because farmers used varie�es suscep�ble to 
Cassava Brown Streak Disease (CBSD), late maturing, low yielding and less adaptable to the environment. These have slowed 
upgrading of the cassava value chain. Improved sweet varie�es with CBSD tolerance have commercial poten�al to replace 
10-30% maize in animal feeds and 60-70% in six confec�onery products and replace 60% barley in beer malt. Such 
technologies would reduce costs of feed, food and beer because it is a government policy to reduce taxes by 60% on cassava 
or sorghum beer. Cassava enriched with camel and goat milk for human biscuits and enrichment with prosopis and acacia pods 
would improve nutri�on for children and animals, respec�vely, at low costs. Improved CBSD would increase yields and farm 
produc�vity, and produce surplus for products development. Commercializa�on of cassava will ease the pressure of wheat in 
the bakery industry, maize in the feed industry and barley in the beer industry and save on the grain imports and country’s 
foreign exchange. The low-priced beer would address the social problem of lethal illicit brews consump�on in Kenya. The 
general objec�ve of the project is to contribute to improved food, nutri�on and income security of small holder farmers 
through innova�ons in the cassava value chain. The specific objec�ves are: i) to screen cassava varie�es to select suitably 
adapted early maturing sweet varie�es for the arid and semi-arid lands (ASALs) of Nakuru County in Kenya. ii) to improve CBSD 
resistance in selected varie�es using Marker Assisted Selec�on techniques with ‘Namikonga’ as a source of resistance. iii) to 
develop high value cassava based food, feed and industrial products for improved food, nutri�on and household incomes. iv) 
to build capacity of graduate, and undergraduate students at the University in development and tes�ng of cassava food and 
feed products. Training will target TVET students, women and youth groups and farmer producer groups in produc�on, 
processing and marke�ng of cassava based products, cassava breeding, and food science. 
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